Midcity Childcare Newsletter – August 2019
Kia ora to our awesome Parents & Whānau
Another chance has rolled around for us to share some of the awesome things that are currently
happening in the Centre. I’d like to welcome the new families who have joined our Midcity whānau
recently – we hope you and your children feel at home and thrive in our caring and supportive
environment.
The outdoor matting in the Kindy is looking fantastic and the Kindy tamariki are loving playing on the soft,
spongy surface. Thanks so much for your patience during the time it took to get the surface laid as I know
it made parking a bit difficult for the week. But the tamariki are definitely benefitting from the positive
change in their outdoor environment.
We are excited to have Grace back in the Toddlers after her month away on her practicum as part of her
study requirements. Grace is in her 2nd year of study to become a fully qualified Early Childhood Teacher.
We love supporting her in this role as she is working hard towards a career that she is very passionate about
and we feel very grateful that our tamariki get to have her working alongside them.
Please remember that we have Kerrilee from Envisage Photography coming to the Centre on Thursday 5th
September. We will confirm times closer to the date… but if you’re planning on bringing your children in
who don’t usually attend on Thursday’s, then it will definitely be in the morning. Also, parents need to stay
in the Centre if your child doesn’t usually attend on a Thursday. We’re looking forward to seeing some
gorgeous photos and as always, a very memorable Midcity Group photo!
We are continuing to work through our review of our Meal time Routines. From your feedback in our
survey, we thought it would be a great idea to create a Cook Book for you all. We will include our recipes
from our lunchtime meals and some of the healthy baking that the tamariki enjoy for afternoon tea. We
also thought it would be a great idea to share some of your favourite healthy recipes that you cook at
home, that other families might also enjoy. So if you’ve got a delicious recipe that your tamariki love, then
we would be thrilled if you would share it with us so we can add it to the cook book. Feel free to email it
to: office@midcitychildcare.co.nz at anytime. And watch this space for an exciting Midcity Whānau
Recipe Book coming your way :)
Daffodil day is next Friday – we are supporting this important cause again this year, so we’d love you to get
your daffodils off us and leave a donation in the box for cancer research.
I recently came across this fantastic quote by Anne Landers: “It is not what you do for your children, but
what you have taught them to do for themselves, that will make them successful human beings.” Our
teaching team really believe in encouraging the tamariki in their independence, so that we are setting
them up to succeed! The tamariki thrive when given these opportunities and it is so rewarding seeing the
delight on their faces when they achieve what they set out to do. I’m sure you see this a lot at home too –
it’s just priceless!

It’s such a joy and privilege for us to be a part of the care and education of your tamariki. Thanks for
being a part of the Midcity whānau and sharing your tamariki with us. Please know that my door is always
open if there is ever anything that you want to have a chat about.
Ngā mihi nui
Ange :)

News from the Infants
In the past few months we have welcomed Saphen, Charles, Ariana,
Lauren and Charlotte to our Infants whānau. It’s been a busy time getting
to know you all and have enjoyed every minute.
Happy 1st birthday to our friends Robert and Link S who celebrated this
month. We hope you had a great day.
Our tamariki have been really enjoying our new heuristic play resources
over the past few months. These are open ended resources that provide
opportunity for tamariki to explore everyday real life objects that offer
multi-sensory play exploration. Some of the things we have in our heuristic
play set are small chains, pom poms and preserving jar lids.
Just recently we had a very special visitor to our room – Jethro
the Lamb, who delighted some of our little ones. Our younger
babies in particular were very intrigued by Jethro and were
quite confident interacting with him. It was so lovely to give
them this experience and watch the delight on their faces.
Let’s hope that with spring just around the corner, finer weather
will eventuate. Despite the rainy days we’ve had lately, we
have made good use of our wet weather suits and have still
managed to get outside to enjoy the fresh air, which has been
lots of fun for our tamariki.
Kia Ora
Tracey, Becs, Jo and Sacha
Reminder: As per Ministry of Health guidelines, we need to ensure that
bottles coming into daycare have lids to protect the teats. Thanks for
your cooperation with this.

News from the Toddlers
Kia Ora Whānau
We have recently welcomed Xavier to our class, as well as our old friend Hazel who has returned after a few months in
Wellington. We are really enjoying getting to know them better and working with their whānau to help them gain a
wonderful sense of belonging. We have fare welled Taonga and wish him well as he has graduated up to the Kindy
class. He is excited to be exploring all the new activities and opportunities on offer for our older tamairiki.
A current favourite area of learning for our tamariki is in literacy – they absolutely love their pukapuka (books) and
really enjoy story time. We are lucky enough to be receiving lots of free books through our Lucky Book Club, so a big
thank you to those that support this. An early love of books delight and amuse our tamariki and it is the first step
towards learning to read when they are older. Current favourites are 5 Little Ducks, Never Smile At A Crocodile (this
one is firmly stuck in our heads!) and our newest addition, Piranhas Don’t Eat Bananas. We’d love to hear what your
tamariki are enjoying at home – let us know if they have any particular favourites. They might want to bring one in to
share at mat-time?

Another current love for our tamariki is extending their gross motor skills in our outdoor environment. As soon as
possible, they are outside running, climbing, swinging and racing around on the bikes. This is such a great way for
them to burn off all the excess energy that toddlers have, as well as help them to gain control and strength in their
bodies.
As the weather warms up our tamairiki are stripping off all of the layers that were needed to keep them warm in the
morning. We are finding our clothing boxes are becoming very full and not getting emptied at the end of the day.
Anneliese has bought a special pen to label clothing to help us find the owner. We have also created a new lost
property basket under the lockers - our clothing boxes will be emptied into this at the end of everyday so we know the
clothing in our classroom belongs to someone in the room on that day. So please check the basket regularly, as after
a month they will be donated to the Salvation Army.
We are looking forward to another wonderful month of exploring, learning and having so much fun together.
Thanks Anneliese, Shae, Grace, Lisa and Louise

News from the Kindy
Kia ora whānau
We have had another busy few months here at Kindy. We have had a
some of our friends head to school and a few new friends join our Kindy.
We have had a visit from Jane who is from St John and
she shared some of her ambulance equipment with us
and talked about her very important job. We loved
wearing her helmet and wrapping each other up!

Speaking of visits, we have a had a few visits from Jethro,
Upstairs Ange’s teeny lamb! The tamariki are in agreeance
that he is very cute and some of us have even had a turn at
feeding him!

September is looking to be a very busy month as we have seven birthdays! If your child is one of these,
please chat to a Kindy kaiako to plan a celebration day with either a treat or the ever popular Birthday
Box.
If your child is starting school either Term 3 or 4 this year or Term 1 2020, please make sure you have
contacted the school to have them enrolled. Once this is done, you can start talking to the school about
taking your child for visits – as they are very important to introduce your child to their new learning
environment. Having a play at the school playground during the weekend is another great way to help the
school seem more familiar. It is also very helpful for our planning if you let the office know your child’s
leaving dates as soon as possible. It is such an exciting milestone for the children and we want them to be
as prepared as possible for the big day :)
On that note, if your child is going to be absent for the day, please let us know. A phone call or an email is
a great way to do so. This is great preparation for parents, as it is a requirement once your child starts
school.
As part of our sustainable living journey at Kindy, we have started our own compost bin for our centre food
scraps. The Kindy tamariki helped Erena put it all together and made a space for it out the back. At Hui
Time we have discussed what it is for and what we can put inside. When it has had
some time to break down we can add some worms and when it is ready, we can
put it on our gardens here at Kindy and save us from buying more soil! Since July we
have been taking turns at tipping our food waste (raw foods only) into the compost.
We have saved so much from going to the landfill already!

Green tip: Did you know that you can now take your own containers into Countdown
to the deli, meat and seafood counters where they will be cleaned, dried and
weighed by staff before being filled, instead of using single use containers? Of
course Binn Inn has been doing this for years!

